Understanding Mission – Part 1

3 April 2016 CRBC

The call of Gideon: Judges 6; 1 – 32
Three main features:
1. Identity

v1 - 14. The people of God had lost their identity and distinctiveness. Gideon, whilst afraid, is called a warrior by God.

· Am I like Israel? My distinctiveness diluted over time and with false gods that need to be dealt with.

· Am I like Gideon? I want to be different but I can’t see it. I’m surviving, not living.
· What is my ‘chaff’ and how do I deal with it?

The answer is rediscovering how God sees us and who we are in Him.

For Israel at that time, the answer lay in one man’s call and response.
Example:
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This E-type Jaguar was found rusting in France and has recently been restored. First released in 1961, it required 3,000 hours of restoration work to return it to its former glory.
God’s work is to rescue and restore us – He can do it!
2. Availability

(a) No-one feels ready, thinking ‘I can’t do this’ – but God says ‘Go’.

(b) Gideon's response to God was ‘I trust you God’ with an extravagant offering (some 22 litres of flour in the cakes), even though it was a time of famine. 

What does an ‘I’m all in’ offering look like for me?

3. Obedience

Obedience and being scared often go together.

It starts close to home, and can result in backlash. 

We must not be held back by our legacies. God cannot be the King of my future if He is not the King of my present.

What may I need to do to break free of my own history?

Testimony of Janny (AIM):

She has observed that in the UK / West, we increasingly practice fishing by standing in the shallows and casting a net out over the water. Yes, we catch a few fish. The disciples may also have done that, but they were called to launch out into the deep, where there was a big catch available.  Yes it is tough, but there is such reward knowing that God is with you and seeing lives transformed. 

Ephesians 2;8-10 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God –  not by works, so that no one can boast.  For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”

· Have you discovered what it is that God has prepared for you to do?
