
Exploring the Book of Ezra  

Ezra chapters 1 & 2  

Sermon summary  

#1. Spiritual renewal begins with God.  

a. He is true to His Word ( Ezra 1:1)  

b. He is true to His covenants because they point to the Messiah.  

 

#2. God stirs up/moves the heart! What is it that God is stirring your heart for? 

#3. As God brings renewal conviction is restored in who He is and what He has 

promised. (Ezra 1:5, Ezra 2)   

Challenge:  There were two groups of Jews in the exile in the times of Ezra, those who 

decided to stay on in Babylon and those who decided to take up the journey of renewal 

heading to Jerusalem.  Where are you today, are you in Babylon or on your way to 

Jerusalem?   

God’s purpose in renewing us is to reveal Himself as a Glorious God and us being renewed 

we reveal and witness Christ, his death and resurrection.   

 

Study Questions:  

Please read the whole book of Ezra.  

Focus on Chapters 1& 2 

 

-  What would it have been like to have heard the proclamation of King Cyrus 

(1:1-4)? 
 

- Why is the phrase that we read in Ezra 1:1 “fulfill the word of the LORD spoken 

by Jeremiah (Jer. 25:12-13, and Jer. 29:10)” significant? What are the 

implications for the people of Israel? What does the preservation of the 

remnant of God’s people teach us about our God? Deut.31:6 
 

- How might God be moving/ stirring up His people today?  
 

- Apart from conviction can you think of any other things restored in the first 

two chapters of Ezra? Please share them with your group.   
 

- How does God renew us today? Please read and discuss Eph. 4:23, 2 Cor. 

5:17 and Titus 3:4-7.   
 

- How is God spiritually renewing us at Cairns?  What are some of the areas of 

your spiritual life as individuals or as a community of faith that need renewing?   
 

- How can we take advantage of the opportunities He has given us as a church 

to speak of His Glory and his redemptive work in us? 


