Exploring the Book of Ezra chapter 7 
Sermon summary 
In 537, the first wave of Jewish refugees, about 50,000 of them, returned to Jerusalem under Zerubbabel’s leadership to rebuild the temple. 
Now, in 458, Ezra was authorized to lead the second group, 1,500 men plus women and children, to help restore the walls and gates and to bring spiritual renewal to the people.
In 444, Nehemiah would arrive and finish the job of building the walls and hanging the gates.God continues to renew his people despite the fact that almost 60 years have passed since the end of chap 6.  

Now, God stirring the heart of one man- Ezra who will be instrumental in the continuation of renewal. 
#1. “The hand of the Lord his God was on him” is a striking expression of God’s favour. 
(Ezra 7:9, 28; 8:18, 22, 31; Neh. 2:8, 18).
#2. The letter of God motivated his devotion (Ezra 7:10)- God’s revelation through His Word.  
#3. The people of God- God’s renewal is available to them.  
We have the whole revelation of Scriptures, we have the Lord Jesus, the Holy Spirit to renew us and finally has given us one another. 
In us covenanting (next Sunday) – we can come only because of His grace, we realize that we are going to fail but we would still want to be every day and more like Jesus.  In us standing together we are promising to fulfil what Jesus has commanded us to do and proclaim that we want to do that together as a body of believers.  

God’s church is not about the building but about God’s glory being released in each and every one of you! 

Do I want God’s glory to be released in me, and if so I cannot prescribe it!
Study Questions: 

Please read the whole book of Ezra. 
Focus on chapter 7 

· Why is it important for Ezra to include Aaron as part of his genealogy?  

· What are some of the ways that you can witness today that God’s hand has been upon you as an individual as well as in our community of believers?  

· What is your understanding of devotion? Do you find that your lack of time has an impact to your devotion to God?  What is something that you might give up in order to make space for the reading of the Scriptures?  

· Which were the three things that Ezra’s devotion to God and the Scriptures led him to?  What impact did this have in his ministry?  
· What is the gifting that God had given to you? How are you using it and how is that impacting your walk with Jesus and with your fellow believers?
· If you had one thing to pray for our covenanting together next Sunday and for our journey as a church for the coming year what would that be?  
