Exploring the Book of Ezra  chapters 3-6 
Sermon summary 
Part 1 main focus on chapter 3
#1. Spiritual renewal continues as the unity is restored and becomes reality. Ezra 3:1 
What are the things that unite us as a community of faith at Cairns?  
#2. Spiritual renewal continues as the altar is built. Ezra 3:2-3
#3. Spiritual renewal continues as the praise and worship of the people is established Ezra 
Part 2 main focus on chapter 4-6 
#4 The challenges of staying on track.  

a.   No Compromise

b. Focusing Despite the Opposition 

c.   Responding Because of the Prophetic message of Haggai 

d.  Celebrating Because of the powerful reminder of the Passover story.  
God is going to fulfil His promises to His people and the return of the faithful remnant is part of that plan.  As we look closely at their renewal we see different areas of their spiritual lives are addressed and restored.  Yet they are real people, with real issues, and serious challenges with staying on track with the building of the Temple.     
Study Questions: 

Please read the whole book of Ezra. 
Focus on Chapters 3-6
· If you were to give your own title to each chapter what would that be? 
·  What are some of the signs that mark the unity in a Christian community of faith? What are some of the things that affirm unity in our church community?
· What were the first sacrifices offered on the altar and what were their significance? Lev 1; 6:8-13; 8:18-21; 16:24. ? 
· Think about the altar and its significance. What are some of the things that can undemand it in our own lives, our family lives as well as our church life? 
· What is the role of our emotions as we worship God?

· Discuss the impact that opposition could have in spreading the Gospel. Can you think of examples where it hindered or helped it spread forward? 

· Read beforehand Haggai and his prophetic preaching.  In what way is his preaching helpful and challenging to the listeners?  What was the response? 
· In what ways has the series on Ezra help and challenged you so far?  

