Worshiping the God we encounter 

Romans 12:1–8
 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. 2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. 4 Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. 7 If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8 if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. 

Sermon Notes
 So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him. Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you.

Motivation 

Living Sacrifice

Identity 

Implications 

· Activity

· Diversity

· Attitude 

We covenant with one another before God:

We commit ourselves to love God and to love our neighbour as ourselves

We commit ourselves to follow Jesus Christ, through whom God has reconciled the world by His death and resurrection and in whom we continue the work of reconciliation.

We commit ourselves to proclaim Jesus as Saviour and Lord and through the power of the Holy Spirit to bring good news to the poor to set free the oppressed, to be a people of peace.

We commit ourselves to each other and this congregation, promising to love our brothers and sisters in God’s family and to pray for each other.

We commit to share our time, our decisions, our love, our talents and our possessions for everyone’s good.

We commit each other to God and to the word of His grace which is able to build us up for His Glory.

AMEN
Questions to consider:

1. How will you allow room and time for God’s mercies and His will to motivate you this week?

2. Is there a particular area of your spirituality that needs God’s refreshing Spirit to minister?  

3. Living sacrifice, holy and pleasing unto God are some tough areas that we need to identify with… 

4. How does our individual worship effect our corporate worship and vice-versa? 

5. Thinking ahead for next Sunday’s theme “Missional Worship”  what are some of the way that we could be upward and outward looking in the way we worship as individuals, as well as as a covenanted people? 
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