
New Ways Of Being Church – ‘Is it church?’ and ‘Will it work?’ 
June 13

th
 and June 20

th
 at 7pm, Cairns Rd.�

 �

Skate park church, chocolate church, 18-35’s church, no adults allowed church, church for the poor, 

music church, cheese and wine church, all-age church, extreme sports church, Café church… �

Do any of these sound like churches you would want to be a part of? Is it just a desperate attempt to call 

anything we are interested in church or could they actually be authentic expressions of church?�

 �

Following on from looking at our ‘Post-Christendom’ series earlier this year (facilitated by Huw), we 

concluded by asking the question ‘so, how should we be the church in this new era?’ So, we will make 

available 2 Sunday evenings - June 13
th

 and June 20
th

 at 7pm for one hour to explore and address this 

question.�

 �

The first evening entitled ‘Is It Church?’ will look at what it means to be called to be the Church (of 

Christ) by way of discussing creative and new ideas of expressing church, considering the biblical 

perspective, looking at modern day examples, and giving a critique of what makes ‘church’, church.�

 �

The second evening entitled ‘Will It Work?’ will discuss the implications of the new ideas and 

expressions, whilst exploring what models might be fit for the purpose of its mission. We hope to 

conclude by considering a few more examples that will hopefully lead us forward into approaching how 

we can put at least some of our theories carefully into practice at Cairns Road.�

 �

These sessions are for every generation from every area of our church life. Whether into music, sports, 

business, politics, science, a young person, an old person, passionate about the work place, passionate 

about any of our midweek activities, really involved in a team, or feel on the edge of the community - We 

need to hear from each other on these evenings to make sure we know how we all long to express loving 

and serving God through being “the church”.�

 �

The two evenings are designed to run consecutively so if possible try to make it to both.�

 �

 �

Blessings,�

Jonny.�



New Ways of Being Church – books, websites, podcasts, and DVDs 

Here are a few resources to sink your teeth into in preparation for our Sunday evenings on the 

discussions around ‘new ways…’ and further reading materials. There is loads of exciting stuff 

here but I hope the sheer amount doesn’t seem overwhelming – my suggestion is you simply try out 

a few of these resources in order to inspire you for our discussions. However, as many people have 

now read ‘Breakout’, we will have a short discussion on this book in our second session.  

 

Bibliography 

 

    

 

 

 

 

Breakout: One Church’s Amazing Story of Growth through Mission-Shaped 

Communities, Mark Stibbe, and Andrew Williams 

 

  Post-Christendom: Church and Mission in a Strange New World, Stuart Murray 

 

  Church after Christendom, Stuart Murray 

 

  

 

 

Mission Shaped Church: Church Planting and Fresh Expressions of Church in a 

Changing Culture, Church of England report (probably the most important report in 

response to the ‘decade of evangelism’ in the 1990’s) download the an online version 

FOR FREE at http://www.cofe.anglican.org/info/papers/mission_shaped_church.pdf 

 

 

 

 

Mission Shaped Church: Grove Booklet, Paul Bayes (a great overview of Mission-

Shaped Church without reading the whole report) download a digital version at 

http://www.grovebooks.co.uk/cart.php?target=product&product_id=16192&substring= 

 



 Mission-shaped Church: A Theological Response, Hull, J M (SCM Press, 2006) 

 

 Clusters: Creative Mid-Sized Communities, Bob Hopkins and Mike Breen 

 

   

 

 

 

 

The Shaping of Things to Come: Innovation and Mission for the 21
st
 Century Church, 

Mike Frost and Alan Hirsch  

 

  Exiles: Living Missionally in a Post-Christian Culture, Mike Frost 

 

  The Mission of God: Unlocking the Bible’s Grand Narrative, Chris Wright 

 

 

 

 

  

Transforming mission, David Bosch (Not for the faint hearted, this has been described as 

the text book for Mission) 



 
  
 
 
 
A Readers Guide to Transforming Mission, Stan Nussbaum (a way into the book 
‘Transforming Mission’) 
 

 
A few books I’ve yet to pick up but have been recommended to me on this subject and look 
interesting… 
 

  The Forgotten Ways: Reactivating the Missional Church, Alan Hirsch 
 

 Organic Church: Growing Faith Where Life Happens, Neil Cole 
 

  Church 3.0: Upgrades for the Future of the Church, Neil Cole (see His blog spot: 
http://cole-slaw.blogspot.com/2009/09/what-do-you-mean-by-church-30.html ) 
 
 
Some Web Resources 

www.urbanexpression.org.uk originating predominately from a Baptist Church perspective 

www.acpi.org.uk ACPI (Anglican Church Planting Initiative) exists to “Serve tomorrow’s churches 
today” by encouraging and assisting the planting of healthy, missionary-minded churches. Related: 
www.churcharmy.org.uk 


